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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1 . This communication is responsive to the amendment received on June 13, 
2005. Claims 1, 7, 11, 13, and 14 have been amended, claims 15-17 have been 
newly added, claims 1-17 are presented for examination. 

The New Grounds of Rejection 

2. Applicants 1 amendment and arguments with respect to claims 1-14 and 
new claims 15-17 filed on June 13, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Phillips et al., (Phillips) U.S Patent No. 6,542,266. 

5. Phillips teaches a system and method for providing broadband data 
service to a user site utilizing a plurality of well-known virtual paths between the 
host digital terminal and the network interface. 



Application/Control Number: 09/921 ,285 Pag 
Art Unit: 2155 

6. As to claim 1, Phillips teaches a method for activating service in a VDSL 
based broadband communication network, the network comprising a plurality of 
loops where each loop includes a source terminus and a destination terminus, 
wherein each of the source termini are coupled to a computer system, wherein 
the computer system is coupled to a database having a data structure to store 
data, the method comprising: 

receiving a service request for content from a user (col. 1, lines 53-60); 

assigning at least one of the plurality of loops to the user (col. 1, lines 53- 

60); 

storing a service record for content requested by a user in the database, 
the service record including information for the at least one of the plurality of 
loops, the information including loop component information specific to the user 
(col. 2, lines 22-33); 

detecting a coupling of a user device to the destination terminus of the at 
least one loop (col. 2, lines 33-53); 

detecting an address associated with the coupled user device (col. 7, line 
60 - col. 8, line 6, the HDT is informed of the MAC address of the device); 

determining a path associated with the coupled user device, the path 
including discovered loop component information (see Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 9-23, 
the use of well-known virtual paths between the HDT and the network interface 
indicates that a determination has been made as to the path associated with 
coupled user device); 
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matching the path discovered loop component information with the loop 
component information specific to the user that is stored in the service record in 
the database (col. 2, lines 33-53); and 

providing the requested content via the determined path using the. 
address associated with the user device upon matching the discovered loop 
component information with the loop component information specific to the user 
(col. 2, lines 3-21 and col. 2, lines 33-45). 

7. As to claim 2, Phillips teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
providing subscribed content via the at least one loop to the user device 
substantially upon matching the path with the subscribed content (col. 2, lines 33- 
45). 

8. As to claim 3, Phillips teaches the method of claim 1, wherein associating 
the user comprises storing content information in the database, where the 
content information is data representing a user's subscribed content (col. 2, lines 
22-33). 

9. As to claim 4, Phillips teaches the method of claim 3 wherein the 
subscribed content is video (col. 4, lines 26-47). 

10. As to claim 5, Phillips teaches the method of claim 1, wherein assigning 
the at least one loop comprises storing transport information in the database, 
where the transport information is data representing at least one of the plurality of 
loops (col. 2, lines 22-33) 
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11. As to claim 6, Phillips teaches the method of claim 5, wherein the 
transport is configured to operate in accordance with asynchronous transfer 
mode (ATM) based protocol (see Fig. 1, col. 4, lines 26-47) 

12. As to claim 7, Phillips teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the loop 
component information specific to the user includes a port identifier associated 
with a port or a card identifier associated with a card (col. 2, lines 22-33). 

13. As to claim 8, Phillips teaches the method of claim 1, wherein coupling a 
user device further comprises coupling a customer premises equipment to the 
destination terminus of the at least one loop (see Fig. 1, col. 2, lines 3-21). 

14. As to claim 9, Phillips teaches the method of claim 8, wherein the 
customer premise equipment is a residential gateway (col. 4, lines 26-47). 

15. As to claim 10, Phillips teaches the method of claim 1, wherein 
determining the path includes determining a virtual path connection associated 
with the user device (see Fig. 1, col. 2, lines 3-21) 

16. As to claim 11, Phillips teaches the method of claim 1, wherein 
determining the path includes determining a Media Access Control Identifier 
(MAC ID) (col. 7, line 60 - col. 8, line 6). 

17. As to claim 12, Phillips teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the 
address includes further determining a user device type associated with the user 
device (col. 7, line 60 - col. 8, line 6). 

18. As to claim 13, Phillips teaches the method of claim 1, wherein matching 
the determined loop component information comprises: 
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associating the determined loop component information with the at least 
one loop (col. 2, lines 35-45); 

identifying the user assigned to the at least one loop (col. 2, lines 22-33); 

and 

retrieving content subscribed by the user from the content database to 
provide to the user via a VDSL loop (col. 2, lines 3-21 ). 

19. As to claim 14-17, they contains similar limitation as in claim 1-13 above- 
therefore, they rejected under the same rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

20. Applicants' amendment and arguments with respect to claims 1-14 and 
new claims 15-17 filed on June 13, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Contact Information 

21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 
571-272-3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Shawki Ismail 
Patent Examiner 
September 2, 2005 
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